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The April meeting of the United Radio Amateur Club will be held Friday, April 15th, at 7 pm in the break room 

of the Los Angeles Maritime Museum, located at Berth 84, foot of Sixth Street in San Pedro.  Parking is 

available in the lots adjacent to the Acapulco Restaurant just south of the Museum.  There is limited 

handicapped parking on the street across from the museum.  The entrance to the break room is through the gate 

on the north side of the museum (towards the bridge and the Iowa).  There will be a greeter on the gate.  

Program:  Pilotless Vehicles 

URAC’s own David Ziskin AG6E will discuss pilotless vehicles. 

What is it?  Is it a UAV?  a UAS?  an RPV?  an RPA? … or just a drone? 

Are they all the same thing? Come join us in April as URACs own David Ziskin AG6E explains this alphabet of 

pilotless vehicles. 

Find out the roles, the regulatory limits, and what it takes to (legally) fly one of your own. 
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QST de President Doug, W6HB... 

April's breakfast was well attended and all seemed to have something to say. It was really nice to see Larry, 

KK6TXN, having such a great time on the air with his new wires. I can almost remember that feeling back in 

1962. 

Here's hoping  Don, NA6Z, will set up his calendar to send out an E-Blast prior to all URAC events to 

assist  in getting good turnouts. 

Thanks to Arnie, N6HC, for sharing the TX3X DXpedition to the Chesterfield Islands. I might remind 

all that these junkets require lots of money, planning  and dedication with no guarantee of Q's when the sun 

does not behave.  Consider donating if you are able. 

URAC's own REO David Ziskin, AG6E, will enlighten you about what most call drones on April 15th. 

By the time you depart you will learn what RPA's and other acronyms really are. I will miss the show as I will 

be at the International DX Convention in Visalia. Here's hoping someone takes good notes for me. 

URAC will once again provide communications for the CROP Hunger Walk on Sunday, April 17th 

from 1100 to 1500. Homer, K6HKT, will take the lead this year with assistance from Larry, KK6TXN, John, 

WA6SDK, and Scotty, K6ZNL. Should anyone else desire to observe and learn the ropes meet the team at Point 

Fermin Park, the start and finish point. 

All are again reminded to start stockpiling their surplus goodies for the May meeting's White Elephant 

Sale that will fund the June Field Day operation. Available will be items donated to the URAC cause. Good 

deals will be available from electronics goodies to baked goods from the Ladies' Auxiliary. Those donating 

items may establish minimums bids to insure optimum satisfaction to the donor and value to the club. If you 

have any procedural questions please reach out to our auctioneer, Jim, KQ6EA, at kq6ea@verizon.com.  

Steve, K6NT, and Ray, N6HE, are your chairmen for the 2016 URAC Field Day effort. Get in touch 

with them to assist with the planning of  the operating event of the year. So far we have one CW station and two 

SSB HF stations. Scotty, K6ZNL, may be fielding a GOTA station. There will be no club-funded community 

feed although we may belly up with coffee and or pastries for Sunday morning. At this point all participants are 

on their own for food. If some would like to consider a pot of spaghetti to share, let me know and we can pass 

the hat. What would you like to bring to the party? 

In order to keep our www.k6aa.org timely and of interest to all, Gary, N6HMR, needs your input and 

appreciation. Send articles and worthy links to n6hmr@k6aa.org. Insure your submissions are club and or 

amateur radio related. Off topic submissions are better suited to social media sites and will not be accepted. 

Please visit the club's site often for news of interest to club members and Hams in general. Enjoy the bridge and 

harbor view 24/7 from the Web cam atop the LAMM. 

Reservations have been made for the URAC August Picnic at Deane Dana Park in San Pedro to be 

convened on Saturday the 20th from 0900 to 1700. The club will furnish hamburgers and hot dogs. A signup 

roster will be sent out by Don, NA6Z, via E-Blast. On the sign up let us know if you will attend and what pot 

luck item you will bring. If there is enough interest we may have antenna building, a fox hunt, games and 

whatever else you may desire. Present us with your ideas. 

The Thursday night URAC Roundtable  continues weekly at 2000 local time on 145.510 simplex. The 

moderator is John, AG6VO, with support from members as they pass the microphone around to those who 

check in. See you there to share the doings of the day and or week. 

I will be out of country departing April 24th and due back into LAX on May 11th. Here's hoping to 

work as many of you as possible from E51DLD in Rarotonga, South Cook Islands. I will be running ~100 watts 

into some very nice antennas. Check it out on QRZ.com. With any luck my laptop logging program will be 

getting a good workout. 

Until later enjoy the radio and your friends so inclined.... 

73 - Doug - W6HB 
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April First Saturday 

Breakfast
No April Fools here:  17 members and guests shared the 

first Saturday Breakfast at the Think Café on the 2
nd

.

The talk around the table went like this: 

John, KC6JHV has been busy with ‘stuff’ and had a 

successful dentist visit. 

Bill, W6AJ has been doing ‘alright’ since his foot has 

finally healed.  He is enjoying 

being a judge for the National 

Engineering Design 

Competition for MESA 

(Mathematics, Engineering, 

Science, Achievement). 

David, W6KL reports that all 

is well in Burbank. 

Steve, K6NT, is going with the PV group to do the 

annual IOTA activation on Catalina Island.  He brought 

in a show and tell item:  a portable USB hub: 

Don, NA6Z, passed, 

Edgar, AG6BJ, says the “Edgar Horn” (speaker) is 

going to go big in China.  These will be loudspeaker 

horns for the high-end Chinese market, based on his 

designs.  He calls it “ the culmination of my career”  

Congrats sincerely. 

John, WA6SDK recently bought a 51” flat screen TV 

that is computer enabled.  So far, it is still flashing 

demo mode. 

Scotty, K6ZNL, returned on Tuesday from a cruise to 

observe the total solar eclipse in Indonesia. She and 

Tom had a marvelous time and are looking forward to 

the next total eclipse in August of 2017 which will be 

visible in much of the USA. 

Tom, KJ6JPZ emphasized how different the live event 

(the eclipse) was from viewing pictures.  Be sure not to 

miss the great American Eclipse August 21, 2017. 

Gary, N6HMR was checked out on winch launches (of 

gliders) in a small field east of San Diego on the 

Mexican Border. 

Treva, N6HMS spent the time towing the line (pulling 

the line for the winch). 

Peg, xyl of AG6VO is planning a re-model;  “always 

costs twice as much, takes twice the planned time” was 

the group wisdom.  Nice encouragement, guys. 

John, AG6VO and Peg are off to a meeting of the new 

group at the VA hospital in Long Beach.  After the 

classic catch 22 of ‘no radios, no room//no room no 

radios, it appears that there will be donated radios.  

Getting there… 

Nick N6EFI says it’s good to see everyone.  I agree. 

Larry, KK6TXN, has been having a great time playing 

on HF, so far 11 states and 2 countries.  Way to go 

Larry. 

Doug, W6HB will be in Visalia for the DX 

convention and so miss the April meeting, 

followed by another trip to Rarotonga and so 

miss the May Breakfast. He would like to be briefed on 

the doings.  See the QST column earlier in the issue for 

Doug’s news. 

The group discussion was on Field Day (permit is on 

track), and the club tower.  We are looking for a local 

mechanical PE with tower knowledge who might 

inspect. 

Three drawings were held for the certificate(s).  

Winners were January:  Doug, March:  Ingo, April:  

Bill Carter 

Submitted Sincerely, 

Scotty K6ZNL, still looking for a new breakfast 

scribe… 
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2016 White Elephant Sale!!!

Following our long standing tradition, the May URAC meeting will be our annual White 

Elephant Sale. 

Time to clean out the shack and garage, and lug your stuff down to the Maritime Museum to 

help raise funds for the 2016 URAC Field Day operation, and make the YL/YF happy by getting 

rid of what they commonly refer to as “All That Old JUNK”!

There are always some interesting items, some great items, and some true “White Elephants” to 

bid on, along with tasty items from the “URAC Ladies Auxiliary”. 

Items seen and sold at past White Elephant Sales have been complete HF stations, VHF/UHF 

radios, scanner radios, power supplies, antennas, coax, tubes, tuners, parts, and more. 

Don't miss the sale, to be held on May 13
th

 at the LA Maritime Museum.

URAC’s VE Corner … Gary N6HMR

How to renew your amateur license … for free 

Have you checked your amateur license 
lately? Specifically, when does it expire?

Not sure where it is? Go to this link and 
search for your callsign. Here you’ll find two 
items of interest: the expiration date and your 
FRN.
http://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsApp/UlsSearch/searchLicense.jsp

If your expiration date is more than 90 days 
away, you can stop and save this for another 
day. Otherwise …

Log into the Universal Licensing System.
https://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsEntry/licManager/login.jsp

The “FCC Registration Number” is your FRN.
As to the Password, if you don’t remember it 

(or never got one) select Contact Tech Support.

Now that you’ve logged in, along the left side 
under “My Licenses” select Renew Licenses and 
follow the directions.

Your license will only be displayed if you are 
within the 90-day renewal window. 

Do you have a change of address? Is there a 
typo on your license? Instead of Renew Licenses 
choose Update Licenses for an administrative 
change.

There, now unless they change to lifetime 
duration, you’re finished for another 10 years.

In case you’re wondering, according to ARRL 
“All amateurs must be registered with the FCC. 
This is not an option.” Read more about the ULS 
and CORES at http://www.arrl.org/cores-uls-registration. 

http://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsApp/UlsSearch/searchLicense.jsp
http://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsApp/UlsSearch/searchLicense.jsp
https://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsEntry/licManager/login.jsp
http://www.arrl.org/cores-uls-registration
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Why You Should Get Your Extra Class License … 

… Dan Romanchik KB6NU

The Amateur Extra Class license is the highest class of license in the United States, and perhaps the world. Many 
hams—even hams that live outside the U.S.—aspire to pass the test and be awarded one. 

There wasn’t always an Amateur Extra Class license. The Extra class license, as we know it today, was created as 
part of the 1951 license restructuring, that also created the Novice and Technician Class licenses. (In 1951, the 
Novice license was the “beginner’s license.” To get a Technician Class license, you had to pass the written test that 
General Class operators had to pass.) 

Although it gave an operator no additional privileges, to get an Extra Class license one had to: 

* Pass a 20 wpm code test (Generals had to pass only a 13 wpm code test).

* Pass a longer and more difficult written examination than the General Class exam.

* Have at least two years of experience as a licensed radio amateur.

Today, without the code test and the experience requirement, many hams upgrade to Extra Class as soon as they 
can. Some even pass the Technician Class, General Class, and the Amateur Extra Class exams in a single test 
session. 

So, what’s the attraction? Why should you upgrade to Extra? 

One of the reasons that you should upgrade to Extra is that you get use of the entire 80 m, 40 m, 20 m, and 15 m 
bands. Portions of those bands, such as 3.6 – 3.7 MHz in the 75m band and 14.150 – 14.175 MHz in the 20m phone 
band, are reserved exclusively for Extra Class licensees. Extra Class operators also have exclusive privileges in the 
CW portions of the 80 m, 40 m, 20 m, and 15 m bands. These are the frequencies where the DX stations hang out. 

Another reason to get your Extra Class license is that only Extra Class licensees can administer General Class and 
Extra Class license exams. General Class operators can become Volunteer Examiners (VEs), but they are only 
allowed to administer Technician Class exams. 

Another reason you might want to get an Extra Class license is to get a fancy vanity callsign. Only Extra Class 
operators can apply for 1×2 or 2×1 callsigns, such as W8RP or KT8K. A short, snappy callsign can help you work 
more DX or improve your contest scores. 

Whatever your reason, studying for the Extra Class exam will open your eyes to many aspects of the hobby that you 
may not be familiar with. And, as you work your way through the material, you’ll learn things that make you a better 
amateur radio operator and enable you to enjoy the hobby more. It's not easy, but in the end an Extra Class license 
will help you have more fun with amateur radio. 

============================================================== 

Dan, KB6NU, is the author of the "No Nonsense" line of amateur radio license study guides, a prolific blogger 
(www.kb6nu.com), and an active CW operator in the Extra Class portion of the HF bands. If you have any comments, 
questions, compliments, or complaints, email him at cwgeek@kb6nu.com. 

http://www.arrl.org/cores-uls-registration
mailto:cwgeek@kb6nu.com
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~ April 2016 ~ 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1  2 URAC First Saturday 

Breakfast.  8 am Think 
Café, San Pedro

3  4  5  6  7 URAC 2M roundtable. 

145.510 MHz simplex.  8 
pm

8  9  

10  11  12  13  14 URAC 2M roundtable. 

145.510 MHz simplex.  8 
pm 

15 Tax Day Taxes Due 

URAC meeting.  7 pm 

LAMM

16  

17 CROP Hunger Walk 

support.  PT. Fermin park.

18  19  20  21 URAC 2M roundtable. 

145.510 MHz simplex.  8 
pm 

22 Earth Day 23  

24  25  26  27 Administrative 

Professionals Day

28 URAC 2M roundtable. 

145.510 MHz simplex.  8 
pm

29 Arbor Day 30  

~ May 2016 ~ 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1  2  3  4  5 URAC 2M roundtable. 

145.510 MHz simplex.  8 
pm

6  7 URAC First Saturday 

Breakfast.  8 am Think 
Café, San Pedro

8 9  10  11  12 URAC 2M roundtable. 

145.510 MHz simplex.  8 
pm 

13  14  

15  16  17  18  19 URAC 2M roundtable. 

145.510 MHz simplex.  8 
pm 

20 URAC meeting: 

White Elephant Sale.  
LAMM, 7 pm, San Pedro

21 Armed Forces Day 

22  23  24  25  26 URAC 2M roundtable. 

145.510 MHz simplex.  8 
pm 

27  28  

29  30 31  



gforister
Highlight

gforister
Highlight
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2015 U.R.A.C. Executive Board 

PRESIDENT 

Doug Dowds 

W6HB 

VICE-

PRESIDENT 

Bill Carter 

W6AJ 

SECRETARY 

John Rockwood 

WA6SDK 

TREASURER 

Scotty Butler 

K6ZNL 

DIRECTOR 

Gary Forister 

N6HMR 

DIRECTOR 

Homer Meek 

K6HKT 

DIRECTOR 

Steve Mandich 

K6NT 

DIRECTOR 

Don 

Putnick 

NA6Z 

Past President 

Bill Carter 

W6AJ 

Contact List 

For 2015 

President  Secretary  Treasurer  
Doug Dowds, W6HB John Rockwood, WA6SDK Scotty Butler, K6ZNL 

 310-834-1695 310-753-8550 310-833-2656 

W6HB@arrl.net k6znl@arrl.net 

Vice President Newsletter Editor Webmaster 

Bill Carter, W6AJ Scotty Butler K6ZNL  Bruce Sperka KG7MXL 

310-503-6989 310-833-2656  (310) 528-9679 

 W6AJ@arrl.net k6znl@arrl.net  bsperka@gmail.com 

mailto:k6znl@arrl.net
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*** IMPORTANT NOTES *** 

K6AA Station We can still use more operators for our K6AA station. See Doug, W6HB, and or Scotty, K6ZNL, 

checkout and training. 

Check out the special events page on the website for the latest from arrl and e-ham net:  

http://www.k6aa.org/specialevents.html  

Additional Calendar Notes 

 

 

“VE/CE Session for Amateur and Commercial Licenses  

Monthly on 1
st
 Saturday and 3

rd
 Sunday. By appointment. Go to http://k6aa.org/index.php/menu-licenseexams”

  

 

 

 

 

Club Roundtable 

Held weekly on 

Thursdays at 8pm 

145.510 Simplex 

Club Meeting 
Held monthly on 3

rd
 Friday of the 

month (except August and December) 

No Host Breakfast 
Held monthly on the 1

st
 Saturday of

the month at 8:00am.  Location: 

Think Café on 5
th

 Street in San Pedro 

The Museum is at the Foot of 6
th

 Street.  To

get to the Break Room, walk past the main 

entrance around to the north end (nearest 

the Iowa) until you see the gate.  There will 

be a greeter at the gate.  Gate to the Break 

Room 

http://www.k6aa.org/specialevents.html
http://k6aa.org/index.php/menu-licenseexams
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